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AMES SHEPPARD, condemn'd for High- 
Treaſon in imagining and _ fling the Death 
of His Moſt Sacred Majeſty King GEORGE, 
He ſaid, he was under 18 Years of Age, born in 
the Pariſh of St. Saviour, Southwark : That when 
very young, his Father dying, he was left to the 

Care of an Uncle of his, who provided for his Educa- 

tion, and put him to a Latin School at & isbury, where 

he was about 3 Years, and afterwards coming up to Lon- 
don, was bound Apprentice to a Coach-Painter in this 

City, with whom he had liv'd about 14 Months when 
apprehended. As to the horrid Crime he {fgod con- 
demn'd for, he ſaid, That by the 3 of certaiy, 
Sermons and other Books he had learnt, That Hs 
we call Our Ring, had no Right to the Crown of 

land, and fo he was fully perſwaded, that the K 
of Him would be a good and commendable thing 
from that time (which is ahout 3 Years ago) 
mighty Impulſe upon his H-art that he muſt be the 
Perſon that ſhould do the Deed, namely Aſſaſſinate 
King GEORGE in his own Palace, and by this Means 


make Way for the Rizht Heir, as he call'd the Pretenier. 


When he had thus declar'd his deteſtable Intention to 
me, and withal added, That he verily believ'd it was a 
Motion that came from GOD to his Sul; I then told him, 
© That as ſuch an Intent was moſt wicked, the moſt 
© horrid Thought that ever could enter into the Heart 
© of Man; fo (confidering the Nature of it) he ſhould 
© have concluded it rather to be (as it rcally was) an 
* Impulſe or Suggeſtion from the Devil, who had ſedu- 
* ced him, and led him to this Unparallel'd Wicked- 
» © neſs; for no other End or Purpoſe than to bring a ge- 
© neral Calamity upon this Proteſtant Nation and De- 
ſtruction upon his own Soul in particular: That if he 
© had taken the Pains to weigh the Matter well, he 
© would have diſcover'd it was ſo, and have underſtood, 
© that the Law implanted by Nature ia every Man's 
Heart, the Moral Law, and the Divine Law (re- 
-<. veal'd: in Holy Seripture-) y forbid Murder in 
2 general, much moro ſuch 4 ) as that he 
* would have committed, which ſp-aks Horrour to Hu- 
© mane Nature, as being a Crime of the 2 Mag- 
© nitude, and by all Laws and the Senſe of all Civi- 
© 1iz'd Nations puniſhable in the moſt exemplary man- 
ner; whereof he might be now convinc'd, if he would 
but ſubmit himſelf to be directed by the Word of 
© GOD, who (in the Sixth Commandment) expreſly 
favs Won ſhalt do no Murder; a Command pr=[s'd more 
* ſtill u 
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Prince he would ha ve murder'd in that treacherous 
* maiiner, were but a private Perſon, yet the Thought 
* of Killing him, would have been an heinous Crime. 
1 om/ Arguments I us'd with him, in order to convince 
© him (if poſſible) of his Damnable Error, and unde- 
* ceive his poor deluded Soul ; but he would hearken 
*-to none. I told him, That as he had had (fincethis 
* inhumane Thought came into his Mind) a long time, 
* {of he had Leifure and Opportunity to — the 
* heinous Nature, and the diſmal Conſequences of it, 
* and alſo might have apprehended that by it he would 
become his own Murderer, a Crime that ſcarce 
*.2dmits of ig for Pardon; and upon that he ſhou'd 
or Grace, to the end he might have ſuch 


d at Tyburn 
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this he reply'd, That he did pray; and, That by how 
a2 pray d, by ſo much the more he af encourag d and 


bomba ve pray'd tor 
171 5 wicked Cogita tions remov'd from his Heart. To all 


armed in the Lawſulneſs of bis De igen. Then ſaid I 
* to him, © Your Prayers, I ſuppoſe, were not, That 
* GOB would pleaſe to inform your Judgment better; 
© but probably you pray'd for Succeſs in your defign'd 
© Bloody Enterprize : But now, that you ſee your ſelf 
* diſap pied in it, and not only ſo, but muſt ſhame- 
fully loſe Four Life for it, I hope you may be ſatisfied, 

- that GOD dill not approve of it, and had not ſent you 
upon ſuch an Errand ; for if he had, he would have 
* proſpered it, and you ſhould not have periſhed in the 
Attempt 3 the Thing ſhould not (as it has) miſcar- 
Fx in your Hand: Which ill Succeſs that you have 
had therein, one would think, ſhould be a mighty 
* convincing Argument to you, that ſuch an unheard-of 
Contrivance was wicked and abominable to the high- 
* eſt degree: And ſo I would have you take it to heart, 
© and uly confider it; and let Reaſen and Religion here 
be admitted, that by the true Uſe of them you may 
* perceive, and be convinc'd, and repent of your un- 
* parallel'd Error and loud-crying Sin, have vour Heart 
* melted and purify'd, and cry gut wi firs 
* menion'd in the Scripture, I have ſinned; And what 
: ſpall I do to thee, © thou Preſerver of Men, and Judge „„the 
aubole Mold? What fhall I do to be ſav'd? Have mercy upon 
© ne, O Lord, aſter thy great Goodneſs ; according to the mul- 
* tihude of thy t-nder Compaſſions; blet out all my Offenes: 
* Waſh me throuphly from my ichedneſs, and cleanſs me from 
* my Sin, — Deliver me from Blood guiltineſs, O God, Thou 
that art the God of my Health, and my Tongue ſvall fing of 
* thy Righteouſneſs, &c. Thus | laid before him bath bis 
r and Intereſt, yea, his Evurlaſtipg Concern, 
eſiting him to have a due Regord therzto | 
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The Place where I was ſometimes diſcourſing with 

him (vi. at the Hatch door that leads to the Dunge- 
on or Condzmn'd Hold in the Lodge) being very noiſy 
and incommodious, by reaſon of People's crowding to 
hear what I ſaid to him, and he to me, 1 found then 
I could nat work much goed en him there, and -there- 


for: wiſh'd he would give me an Opportunity of ſpæak- 


ing with him in private; but he would not conſent to 
it, Lying, He durſt net truſt himſelf with me, © Why (ſaid 
I) am L ſuch a Monfter, or a Man fo dreadful ? No (re- 
ply'd he) but I am afraid of your Arguments: I am not a 
Scholar good enough fo anſwer jou. x Ver well (ſaid 1) 
© if you have not ſo much Underfianiing as I, why 
will you not take my Advice, and that too in a Mat- 
ter of ſo great moment, and in which it infinitely 
concerns you to be rightly inform'd ? 1 will not puz- 
zle you with ſuch Arguments as may be beyond your 
C:pacity to underitand 3 there is no need of that; 
but önly I would endeavour to make you ſenſible, 
that the Thing you were contriving being molt baſe 
and abominable, it could by no means proceed from 
God, who hates Wickedneſs, but from the great Se- 
ducer and Enemy of Mankind, who (as the Apoſtle 
tells us) works mightily in the Children of Diſobedience, de- 
cciving their Hearts, and raiſing in them all manner 
of inordinate Agections, and evil Concupiſcence, &C. for 
 aphich things ſake cometh the Wrath of God upon them; and, 
That (as 1 had obſcrv'd to him before) he ſhould 
not have met with ſuch a Diſ-ppointment in his 
© Purpoſe, if God (as he aſſerted) had given him a 
© Commiſſion, and commanded him to go about ſuch a 
© thing. To this he anſwer'd, That his being thus diſap- 
pointcH di i not proceed from the Illegality of the Fact, but from 
fome Sins (he would not tell what) be had aber com- 
mitted, But I told him; This was the Sin chiefly that 
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had brought him under God's Wrath and CER Tr) Yo 


and to this ſhameful and untimely Death in this World; 
which he ought to take care might not befollow'd by 
an Eternal Puniſhment in the next. And here going 
on, I askd him th-ſe plain Queſtions: Did you neuer 
reflect upon the heincuſneſs of that Fat you would hade commit: 


ted ? Had you no Dread, no Horror upon you ? wee feeÞPnov 


Remorſe, no Throws of Conſcience at the thoughts of it, at any 
tine? No, faid he, but on the contrary, [ wwas very well pleas d 
20 along, and ver) eaſie in my Mind. Then (reply'd I to, 
him) you mult be {tupity'd and harden'd in Sin to the 


extteameſt degree: The Lord have Mercy on yau, 


2nd give you a Sight of your dangerous State, and. 
tike * 8 of ir. Then I advis'd him to exon 
him( lt, as upon the Whole, ſo in this Particular (cſpeci- 
ally) viz. Whether Pride, which is the Sin of the Devil, 
Md not a great ſhare in that his Diabolical, Device; 
and, whether he did not mightily pleaſe himſclfin this 
Thought, That hercafrer he ſhould be admir'd by, 


ſome, who would praiſe him, and extol his Courage, 
to the Sky, for having done That which no other qurſt, 
attempt to do; for doubtleſs that muſt be his Arition, 


Ge Conceit, mixt with an evil Diſpofition and other, 
bd Qualities in him? To which he anſwer'd, It was. 
nt fo; tut only the Senſe of Lis Duty to His King prompted, 
ha to it; and, That the himſelf had net, yet he knew an 
ober aubo would Late dine it, if he lad lid; but be dy'd a 
f. w days ſince; which he ſeem'd to be very ſorry for. 
Who that execrable Perſon was, and whether he kneiv 
tay rer of this Devi, Timber, he would not, and ſaid 
he ſlonld never, tell: But of ſuch, it fuch Mon ers there, 
bz in the World, I muſt and will ſay this, and hearti- 
Is wiſh it, Except they repent, let them all likewiſe periſh, 
Cards time 2 1 hed another Diſcourſe — Ir 
unhappy Aſſaſſine and obdurate Sinner, who may be 
id to be another * Fames Clement, a ſecond John Chaſtel, 
+ Ravilliac, a blind D- voted Agent in the Devil's Cauſe, 
moſt tenacious to his pernicious Principles, which were 
ſo fd upon him, that I, and I believe ſome others 
that ſaw him, found it next to impoſſible, by what 
Man could do, to remove them from hlm ; who had a 
Prejudice again all Orthodox Divines, and *tis pity 
any other were ſuffer'd to come to him and confirm him 
in his Evil Liſbeſ tion. 


Things being fo, and he in that deſparate Caſe, all I 
could do, was to pray (as I did) That God would 
vouchſate to take pity of him 3 to enlighten his dark 
Mind, and purify bis Affections by his holy Spirit; to 
deliver him from this miſerable State of Error and Sinz 
to reſcue him out of the Snares, and from under the 
Tyranny and Slavery of Satan, and admit him into 
the glorious Liberty of his bleſſed Children. Thus I 
went on with him, uſing all poſſible Endeavours to 
mollifie his ſtony Heart, and bring ir into a better Frame. 
And to ſhew him that this ſtrange Opinion he bad 
raſhly and inconfiderately e{pous'd,was not the Opinion 
of all the Non: jurors, I inſtanc'd in the worthy Perſon to 
whom he apply'd himſelf for his Furtherance in this 
bloody Act, who was ſo far from complying with it, 
that he look'd upon it as an horrible and deteſtable thing; 
and ſo thought himſelf oblig'd in Conſcience to put a 
Stop to it, by diſcovering it, and bringirg him (the 
wretched Author of it) to Juſtice, And no (ſaid I) 
why ſhould you, a young Man as you are, ' who have 
not that Experience in 'Things (eſpecially thoſe relating 
to Publick Government) which they of a longer ſtand- 
ing in the World, and larger Capacities than your ſelf, 
may reaſonably be ſuppos d to have? Why ſhould ſuch 
a one as you think himſelf more knowing and more 
religious than other Men 3 to excel in Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom even thoſe you have Reafon to think well of? 
Why ſhould you be ſo ſelf-conceited and fo preſump- 
tuous, as to fancy that: what: you thought to be wrong 
might and muſt be reQified by you, and you muſt put 
your own Life upon it? Hou, could you be faricied in 
the Rectitude of thoſe Thoughts of yours that were fo 
ſtrange, and ſo monſtrous? Jo theſe Queſtions he 
gave me this ſhort Anſwer: I am ſatisfied [_ <vas in the 
richt z adding, That he had not alter'd bis Mind in be 
Matter, nor ever would alter it; and, Nut if it dere in his 
Power, he would ill kill Him a hem «ye cen for our Kin: or 
any Friends of his. Wou'd you? ſaid |, but (God be 
prais'd) your Hands are ty'd; | the Lord convert your 
cart. And, continued I, would you have kAPd the 
late Queen? To this he reply'd, [had not theſe Thoughts 
when 4 was alive ; but if ſbe were ſo new, I would kilt her. 
Which Expreſſion he repeated two or three times; to 
the Amazement of all that heard him: But when he 
ſaw how People about him, among u hem 1 betieve 
were ſome of his Friends, were firangely————fur- 
prized and ſeiz'd with Horrour at ſuch an Expraſſion, 
1e ſaid, Perhaps I would nt hate done it, becauſe ſlie'<was a 
Woman, who govern d net her ſelf, but Others did it ſor her. 
Then, ſaid Ito him, look you to it 3 there is anather 
Life after this, in which you muſt account for all yeur 
Faults : There is a Lake of Brinſtene, a Worm ihat dies not, 
and a Fire which Hall never le qui nah d: There are intole- 
rable Torments for all Regicides, and all Murderers 
and other Sinners, that carry the Cuilt of their Sins 
unrepented of into another World: And therefore I + 
muſt plainly tell you, That will be your diſmal” Portion 
there for ever, unleſs you truly repent here in time. 

1 found ſome body had been temper g with, and 
hardning him in his wicked Principles, u hich ! thoughr” 
before were peculiar to himſelf, ard that none uns ſo 
blind and ſo inhumane, as to be altogether of his Sen- 
timents 3 for one Morning hearing be was, in pri- 
vate Rome, and a Clergyman with him, Ldefifd to go 
and fee him; which at firſt was deny'd me, but after- 
wa rds granted, tho' not without ſome Diffculty : and 
ſeeing two Men then with the Priſoner; 1 firff addreſsd 
my ſelf to one of them, who was in the Habit of 2 
Divine of the Church of England, Of whom Þ asked 
How he found this por unhappy young Man? and \Whuther 
he repented? He anſwer'd, That be found: bim in 2 
very good State: To which 1 ſaid, / rejoice at it; and 
bleſs GOD forit. And then turning to the Young-inan | 
_——, I faid to him, Now you mult give Glary to 
5 N acknowledge your Faults; that eſpecially 

or which you now lie under this fad Condemnation 
Hold there, ot to out that Prieſt, or Jeſuit, or Wolf in 
pron ing, I am his Father-con er py he and I 
are of the ſame Communion, and you are net. What! re- 


ply'd 


Ses the Account of thoſe Regicides in Mezeray's Hiſt. of * 


a elſe? Pray {peak your Mind, freely ſaid I: But he an- 


. 


ply'd I to him, Are you of that Communion which 

olds. it la vful for Men to murder Princes for Equity in 
2 moſt treacherous and execrable Manner? I wonder 
you are not aſham'd on't. Then he went on, ſaying, 
I am in Communion with him, and what is fit to be ſaid to 
him, he ſhall receive from me, and none but me, who am his 
proper Confeſſor ; and he ſhall give you no Account of himſolf, 
nor no Anſwer to any Queſtion you ſhall ask him, Strange! 
faid I, May not I, the Miniſter and Ordinary of this 
Place, have as much Liberty to ask Queſtions of a Pri- 
ſoner here, as you pretend to have? Methinks you are 
very rude and unmannerly. 

But I will ask him, and ſo I did ask him again, 
Whether or no he ſtill preſiſted in this Opinion, That 
it was lawful for him to murder the Kine, or Any-body 


'Phen 1 ing to that pretehde 


Teepe. othiog. | 
Conteflor or Director of his Soul, 1aid to him, This Si-“ 
lence is the Effect of your bidding him not to anſwer 


me in any thing. But I will take the Liberty to ask 
you pour ſelf a Queſtion or two, Do you think him 
in a good State to entertain ſuch a wicked traiterous 


Imagination as that of killing King Ceorge is? Do you 
not think he 885 to rep*nt of ir ? 


"Theſe were Queſtions I ſucceſſively put to him; who 
inftead of giving me a diſtin Anſwer to each of them, 


as he ſhould have done, was pleas'd only to afford me and the Proteſ 
theſ- few Words; I have nothing to ſay to You, But, re- know, 
py I, I have ſomething more to ſay to you my ſelf: 


will ask you this other Queſtion ; Anſwer me. 


in his former Opinion, as he had declar'd it to me, That 
it evas lawful for him, and he had à Commiſſion from God to 
ofſaſſinate the Ring? Whether, yea or no, he had been 
here inſtructed by his Confeſſor, that this was a. great 
and dangerous Miſtake? and, Whether he now re- 
tracted and repented of it? | 

To this he would give me no manner Anſwer : Yet l 
fill endeavour'd to inform and rectifiè his'Judgment 3 
and 1 ask't him alſo, Whether I might pray then with 
him ; but he ſaid, I ſbould not. And upon my further 
asking him, Whether he deſir d my private or publick 
Prayers, and the Prayers of the Church, as People un- 
der Condemnation generally do? He afſwer d, Let 
he deſir d their Prayers only, at ho <vere" of bis | 
So I left him, telli um at Parting, Wa 
im in chat evtt and obſfinite Diſpokriotf; 


ſotry to ce 
and; That 


heartity recommended him to the 
Holy Spirit and Mercy, 5rd u ould pray for his Saul 


whether he deſir'd it or no, fo long as he liy'd. _ Then 


I withdrew from him; and as1 Was going out of the 
Room his Conteflor who was ready at the Door, pre- 
ſently and eagerly came in again, and ſhew'd himſelf 

ude and impudent-to me; but I lookt upon it as 


oppos'd me, only becauſe I was for King GEORGE, 
nf\RYigiinG But let him and all his Party 
will venture the Loſs of all things, yea, 


That . 


Life it ſelf, for His Majeſty and the Royal Family's Service 
Do and Intereſt, and for the Truth of the Goſpel : And 1 


N 


you not think in your Conſcience, that he ought pub- Serre not-for-whateSlang: 


| f | | EY can ay, who... 

lickly to confeſs this horrid! Crime, and beg Pardon for® are given to Lies, and neither Fear g, nor Bunbur 

it? W, faid he; and with that went away as faſt as he + the XING. ED. 

could, the Door being open, and after him the Priſy- « 
Ae then to diſcourſe by That as I was laſt Saturday at Prayer in the Chappel 

But the next at Newgate, 


ner, whom I was not at 
himſelf ſo much as ons Moment longer. 


Dy having Leave given me (which one would think 
I ſhould always have hd) to ſprak with him, 1 accord- }. not without great di 
ingly went to or Room appointed for my R 


ere I found him, and his 'furemention'd Father- 


me, ſo I found, 'T'hat he would not give me any Anſwer 
to the Queſtions I put to him, which were, Whether 
he had impartially confid-r'd the heinousFact he would 
have committed; and, Whether he now abhorr'd it, 
and repented of it? As he would not, nor did he give 
me any Anſwer to theſe Qusrias; ſo I pray'd that Con- 
feſſor of his to exhorr him, and give him his Opinion in 
the Matter, before me: But he ſaid, He would net do it, 
and what he had to ſay to Þim, he <vo:ld not ſay it im my Pre- 
ſence; neither was the Priſuncy (as he told me befor-) ol liged to 
ſatiiſ me in thoſe Thines Id manded of bim 3 for cas not his 
proper Prieſt; I vas nit of bes Communion, which he often 
r-p-ated. Have you faid all, reply'd Ito him? Pray 
hear what the Apoltle ſays, He tells us, That We are 
always to le ready to gte an Anſwer to every Man that aiheth 
a Reaſon of the He that is in us, <with Meekneſs and Fear 
And why may not I, to hom this poor dcluded Youth 
has, before now, declar'd, more than once, That the 
Killing of the King cv a l:wiu! and commendable Action; 
and, That it was to be done, and d ne by him too ? Wh y may 
not Lask him, as | here do, Whether he b ſtill of the 
ſame Opinion? And what Reaſon he can all-dge for it? 
To this he ſaid, You have nothins to do with him, nor he 
with You. Well then, ſaid I, Pray ask him th. Queſtion 
your ſelf. 1, reply'd he, will as him ne Agde. nor 
give him any Admoniticn while You are here, It {o, ſaid 
I, Pray, Sir, withdraw: Sgeing you will not adviſe. 
him b<fore me to purge his Conſcience, nor let me ſpeak 
to him without your interrupting me, I d-fire both you 
and your Aſſiſtant to give me leave to try what Good 
I can work upon him, when he and I are alone: 
Wher-upon they, the” very unwillingly, withdrew a 
little out of the Door, which was left open all the 
while. And then having the Priſoner to my ſelt, I ask'd 
him th-ſc Queſtions again: Whether he now perſiſted 


To this Paper (tho? pretty long already) 1 ſhall ade 


i abundance of People ue nt 
through, when I had done my Office there (and that 


matter was; 4 


and 
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would he promiſe to come to hear me preach the next 
day in the Chapel, to which his Room was near. He 
ſaid, He was ſtill of the ſame Mind he had declar'd before, an4 


would ever continue ſo, 

And here l muſt rot omit to obſerve, That 
two of the Under Turnkeys that were in the 
Room when | went in to ſpeak tc Sheppard, did 
both of them ute me vety impudently, ſwore 
great Oaths ar me, and faid, That they had 
Order to keep me from him. Who gave them 
that unreaſonable Order they beſt know, and J 
hope tome time or other they will be made totell. 

| he Morning he was to be carried to Tyburn 
| was calld to fee him in his Room: There ! 
again exhorted and interr ogated him, as I had 
done before, but he would not hear me, nor give 
me any Antwer, turning his Back to me. all the 
while. And this he did at the Place of Executi- 
on, where his Prieſt (who has ſufficiently ſhewn 
his Oppolition to the Government, avd clo in- 
ſulted me in Newgate) both interrupted me in 
my Office, and confirm'd him in his Errour : So 
that when he was withdrawn, even then this 
poor deluded Creature would not ſo much as let 
me pray for him. Nevertheleſs I uſed My beſt 
Endeavours (us late asthat was) to undeceive him, 
and bring him to a due Conſideration of his 
lamentable Condition; but he remain'd obſtinate, 
being fo far tixt in his Erroneous Principles, that 
nothirg (1 found) could make him depart from 

them. 
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notwithfanding his rexRifng my Advite and Prayers, I 


. * 


an Effect of his blind miſguided Zeal, who hared and 


rbance} I. Snguir'd what tha 


mY 
nd one ling me that they were going 

Ther is. | to oe Pad Shur ihe. dear rea the 

Confeffor with his Aſſiſtant. After ſome previous Woxds® Ch rlopg with them, that 


| ke to 4 

11 . " 3 f a ö * < | 
of xl ar e 1 2 5 . big, Pr Perret ba be would no 5 my Ar- 
Young-man ant lo Farc: that 194 bb -* U. Amen xls ehen 


them. And all this Calamity (I may ſay )) isow- 
ing to the free Admittance that Perſon had to 
him, who even at the Gallows had the Preſump- 
tion to give him Publick Abſolution, tho! he 
vitibly dy'd without Repentance. | 
N. B. Thoſe that have alread reflected, or 
may hereafter reflect upon the Jultice of this 
Malefattor's Sentence; ſaying, He was Lunatick, 
and therefore ought not to have been condemn'd 
to die ; let them ask his Father-Confeſſor, (who 
daily viſited him, and gave him the Sacrament) 
Whether (as they pretend, and endeavour to per- 
ſwade the World) he was Lunatick, or not, 
During the time he lay in the Condemn'd 
| Ow in at thew'sd one 
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or two of his Laſt Speeches to his Fellow-Pri- 
ſoners there, and told them, That he had another 
(made by one of his Biſhops) which was That he 
intended ſhould be printed; But whether it be 
the ſame he deliver'd at the Tree, I think it not 
worth the Enquiry. I 


This is the Melancholy Account I 
am here to giye of this miſerable 


Wedneſday Aſſaſſine. That there may be no 
March 19. more ſuch, is the Prayer of 
1717 -18, 
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